Local teen club recognized by national organization

Local YMCA club given award for its outstanding leadership

[CITY/COMMUNITY, DATE] – The teens of [NAME OF YMCA] have much to celebrate this summer. Their Leaders' Club has been awarded the prestigious Level Three recognition from YMCA Blue Ridge Leaders School, given to only the most successful clubs in the nation.

“This is something we've been working toward for the past several years, and it's so good to finally be recognized,” says [NAME OF LEADER], [AGE], a veteran member of the club. “We had to pull together all year to accomplish it.”

Leaders' Club is a YMCA organization for teens ages 13-18, and focuses on building leadership skills through volunteerism, character development, and physical fitness. In order to receive a Level Three ranking, a club must meet several criteria set by the Leaders School that verify it is one of the most active and successful.

“It's definitely a lot of work,” says [ADVISOR NAME], the club's advisor. “In order to be recognized, we are required to log all club activity, from the number of volunteer hours each member has, to every event we work at the Y. We also have to log community service, exercises, and money raised.”

Despite the amount of record keeping and continuous activity, the club approached it as a positive challenge.

“Working on the registration brought us together tremendously,” says [ADVISOR LAST NAME]. “The club rallied together to make sure we were eligible, and it paid off when our club name was called at Blue Ridge.”

The award for recognition is given out at Blue Ridge Leaders School, a conference held every summer for Leaders' Clubs from throughout the United States.

“On the final night show, the whole club was called up to the stage and given the reward. It was so fun and felt great to be there with everybody,” says [NAME OF LEADER], [AGE], who attended Leaders School this June.

[ADVISOR LAST NAME], along with all teen Leaders interviewed, said that the experience inspires them to continue to work toward the betterment of the club.

“Just because we got Level Three, doesn't mean we are done,” says [NAME]. “We need to keep it up, and make our club even better!”

Needless to say, the future is bright for the [NAME OF YMCA] Leaders.

To learn more about the [NAME OF YMCA]'s Leaders' Club, please contact [NAME] at [TELEPHONE NUMBER, EMAIL].

For more information about Blue Ridge Leaders' School, please visit their website at ymcabrls.org.
End with your YMCA's boilerplate (e.g.: About the [NAME OF YMCA]), or use the following.

About the Y
The Y is one of the nation's leading nonprofits strengthening communities through youth development, healthy living, and social responsibility. Across the U.S., 2,700 Ys engage 22 million men, women and children – regardless of age, income or background – to nurture the potential of children and teens, improve the nation's health and well-being, and provide opportunities that to give back and support neighbors. Anchored in more than 10,000 communities, the Y has the longest-standing relationships and physical presence not just to promise, but to deliver, lasting personal and social change. ymca.net
